ST. JUSTIN PARISH COMMUNITY
2655 Homestead Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 296-1193 ~ www.st-justin.org

First Sunday of Advent

What gifts has God given me to share?
The Twenty-Seventh Day of November of 2016
Weekend Masses

Weekday Masses

Saturday Vigil

Monday-Friday

5:00 p.m.

Sunday
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m.,
12:15 and 7:00 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
8:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
or by appointment

Advent is Here

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher Bransfield, Pastor
408-296-1193, x 107, cbransfield@dsj.org

Rev. Gerald Nwafor, Parochial Vicar
408-296-1193, x 113, gnwafor@dsj.org

Ms. Karen Suty, Principal
408-248-1094, x 232, ksuty@dsj.org

Mr. Joe Bauer, Pastoral Associate,
Facilities, Community Ministry
408-296-1193 x 109, jbauer@dsj.org

Mrs. Mary Kane,
Director of Faith Formation
408-296-1193 x 104, mykane@dsj.org

Mrs. Lillian Kwiatkowski,
Music Director
408-296-1193 x 112, lkwiatkowski@dsj.org

Ms. Laura Ortiz, Office Manager
408-296-1193 x 102, lortiz@dsj.org

Ms. Diane Serrianne, Receptionist
408-296-1193 x 100, dserrianne@dsj.org

Rev. James Okafor, In Residence

PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Offices:
408-296-1193
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00 p.m.
closed 12:00-1:15 p.m.

Fax:

408-244-9437

Website:
www.st-justin.org
Catechetical Ministry
Ext. 102
Ministry to the Sick
Ext. 113
Youth Ministry
Ext. 104
Liturgical Ministry
Ext. 107
Community Ministry 408-243-1462
School Office
408- 248-1094
Thrift Store
408-243-7117
Current Hours:
Monday-Friday 9-2:30 p.m.
Saturday 9-3:00 p.m.
Sunday 10-3:00 p.m.

Upcoming Second Offerings
Your generosity is appreciated.
*Denotes Parish Second Collection.

11/27

Building Fund*

12/11

Religious Retirement

Page 2

At the high school where I
work, we are about to
embark once again on
Winter Ball season. Winter
Ball is the first dance of the
year, a highly-anticipated,
semi-formal, joyful affair at the end of
December, that arouses excitement
among many students. Guys will be
scheming inventive ways to ask out
their dates. Young ladies will count up
summer job savings and start shopping
for that special dress. Those who will
be attending with their friends will
begin planning where to go for dinner
beforehand and devising rides, pickup
routes. Campus organizations take
advantage of the occasion raise funds
for corsages and The devoted
Leadership students planning the
event will be securing decorations,
developing timetables for the
preparations while making sure their
academic progress remains unfazed by
all the extra activity.
In a somewhat (okay, perhaps
marginally) similar way, during the
same time frame, we Catholics are
also in a state of preparation and
anticipation, for the celebration of our
Savior’s birth. Though hard to believe
the time has passed on so quickly,
Advent is upon us once again! We will
notice the changes in our church, the
bluish purple color of our banners and
the priests’ vestments, the new music.
(This weekend we begin introducing
new Eucharistic acclamations during
this season, from the Mass of Joy and
Peace.) The Advent Wreath and
candles are prominently displayed and
their importance highlighted during
Mass. Reconciliation services are
scheduled for the parish, the school as
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well as the young students
who are celebrating this
sacrament for the first time.
Community Ministry gears
up for its annual support of
those in need, with
distribution of food, clothing and gifts.
The choir will be in a frantic mode,
catching up on learning the new music
for the concert on Christmas Eve and
putting it all together in (we hope)
perfect synchrony, harmony and
blend. Readings focus first on the end
of times and the need for salvation,
our need to “Prepare the way of the
Lord” and finally the events as well as
visions of Mary and Joseph preceding
the birth of Jesus.
Individually, we are encouraged to
prepare for the Lord’s first coming
spiritually, in prayer, in penitence, in
fasting for some, in caring and
providing for others. In this current
climate of divisiveness, let us
recognize, acknowledge and pray for
those among us, who are now
frightened, pessimistic and unsure of
our futures and for whom all of us
must strive to protect. During this
Advent season, let us prepare
ourselves by being kind to one
another, regardless of the color of our
skin, our nation of origin, our religion,
our sexual orientation, our gender, or
our political affiliation. Let us
somehow show our neighbors, coworkers, or even strangers in our
community that God’s love supersedes
all. This could be the best gift we can
possibly offer by the end of the
Advent season.
Lillian Kwiatkowski

Go to our website at
www.st-justin.org to make safe
and secure donations by credit
card, checking or savings.
We have 150 regular users!
November 27, 2016

Mass Dedications for the Week of
November 28– December 4, 2016 + notes deceased

ORGANIZATIONS
PARISH COUNCIL
Thai Tran
408-296-1193

Monday
8:30 a.m.

B. John Talia +
Agnes Affonso +

Sat.,
5:00 p.m.

Manuel Fagundes +
Nena Yatco +

Tuesday
8:30 a.m.

Robert Mathews, Sr. +
Nolie & Cora Herana

Sunday
7:30 a.m.

Wesley Dean Isip +

FINANCE COUNCIL
Mary Sparacino
408-296-1193

Wednesday
8:30 a.m.

Andrea Soller +
Matt & Teri Herrera

Sunday
9:00 a.m.

Joseph Tho Nguyen
Candida Taloma +
Berlin Mendez +

STABLEMATES (Men’s Club)
Jim Newton
408-296-1193

Thursday
8:30 a.m.

Caroline Mathews

Sunday
10:30a.m.

FOR ALL PARISHIONERS

Friday
8:30 a.m.

Elaine Gray +

Sunday

Susan Hoffmann +

LADIES GUILD
Julia Cardoza
408-296-1193

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Caroline Mathews
Xavier & Cecilia Herrera

12:15 p.m.

Sunday
7:00 p.m.

Doug Grueke +

We pray for those who are ill or suffering from loneliness, sadness,
or depression. We pray for those who care for them. We pray for
our deceased family and friends. We pray for our men and women
who are serving in the military.

This week we pray especially for those who are ill or preparing for surgery:
Renie Altamera, Tony Bell, Lorraine Buretta, Flavia Busche, Carmen Cordina,
Mariano Covarrubias, Jeanette Dominguez, Mary Engel, Victor D. Esguerra, Val
Feliciano, Linda Hamilton, Nanea Marie Hoffman, Patricia Hogensen, Ann Hurley,
Mary Ellen, Lupe Lopez, Nathaniel Ortiz, Bill Martin, Dylan Miranda, Christina
Moraco, Rich Rojas, Lorraine Sandifer, Marge Stemzynski, Betty Terra, Kory Tribbin
To have a person added to the Prayer Request, please call the Parish Office at 296-1193 ext. 100

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Monday, December 12
7:00 p.m.
Parish Reconciliation Service
with Individual Confessions

St. Justin School Christmas Program

Tuesday, December 13
6:30 p.m. Pre-K - 2nd Grade (Church)
Wednesday, December 14
7:00 p.m.
3rd Grade-8th Grade
(Large Hall)

December 16 - 24
6:00 a.m.
Simbang Gabi
Novena Masses
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CHRISTMAS
Saturday, December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Family Mass
6:00 p.m. Mass
10:30 p.m. Christmas Concert
11:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
There will be NO 7:00 p.m. Mass.


Sunday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
First Sunday of Advent

GUADALUPE SOCIETY
Maria Marquez
408-985-1088
ALTAR SERVERS
Stephen Russell
408-472-1931
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
COUNCIL #3523
Lary James
408-772-2779
gk@kofc3523.org
FIL-AM ORGANIZATION
Manny Balce
408-296-1193
Thursday, December 8, the
Solemnity of the
Immaculate
Conception, is a Holy
Day of Obligation in
the United States, since
Mary is the
Patroness of the
United States. Masses will be at
8:30 a.m., 12: 15 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. This feast day celebrates
the doctrine that Mary, from the
first moment of her conception, was
free from original sin by the power
of God’s divine grace.


Though the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe is Monday, December
12, our parish will
celebrate it on Saturday,
morning December 10.
A procession from the
Parish Ministry Patio will
begin at 7:30 a.m. and
Mass will be at 8:00 a.m.,
followed by a celebration sponsored
by the Guadalupe Society.

November 27, 2016

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY NEWS
Call or email Laura Ortiz, (408)296-1193 ext. 100, lortiz@dsj.org for registration information.
If you have any questions about our programs, contact Mary Kane at (408) 296-1193 ext. 104

GENERAL INFORMATION
Faith Formation is more than just religious
education. It is a life long journey towards a
deeper relationship with Christ.
No ongoing faith formation sessions THIS week.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving with your families!
Classes for Pre-K3 through 1st Grade: 9:00 -10:00am.
2nd Grade through 8th Grade: 10:15-11:30am

Annual Advent Family Adventure
Thank you to all the catechists, middle school
volunteers, and all the participants who made this
event a Spirit-filled Fun Time!
Sacramental Preparation Program
You should have completed Section 7, pages 40-46 in your faith
sharing books. Completed textbook are due Monday, November 28

High School Confirmation 5:30-7:00 p.m.

No session this week.
Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with your families!
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Our next meeting is Tuesday, November 29th at 7:00-8:30pm in the PMC.
Come with any questions that you may have about faith, religion, and the
Catholic Church. This program is for adults who are seeking baptism, or were
baptized Catholic but have not celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist. This is a process marked by liturgical rites that are celebrated with
the community. This process is centered on the Sunday readings and includes
attending Mass. For those who are spiritually prepared, they will receive the
Sacraments of Initiation, (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) during the
Easter Vigil.

CLOW (Children’s Liturgy of the Word)
During the 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Sunday Masses,
children are dismissed to the Parish Ministry Center
Chapel for an age appropriate Liturgy of the Word.
The children return to church during the Presentation
of the Gifts.
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(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
NEXT SESSION

Tuesday, November 29,
7-8:30 p.m.
Parish Ministry Center
Are you an adult seeking baptism?
Or a baptized Christian seeking the
full communion of the Catholic
church?
Or perhaps a baptized Catholic who
wishes to complete initiation in the
sacrament of confirmation?
Call the office at (408) 296-1193
ext. 104 to begin answering your
questions. Or, simply come to our
next session!

Material Requests
We are very grateful that our
parishioners have responded most
generously to all our requests.
At this time our craft supply
storage is filled to capacity.
We will notify you when we are
able to receive further craft
donations.
Thank you for your
continued generosity!!!

Bible Study
with Fr. Chris
& Fr. Gerald
every Friday,
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. in the
Parish Ministry Center.
November 27, 2016

MINISTRY NEWS
COMMUNITY MINISTRY
Food & Diaper Collection

Outreach Dinner
Our next Outreach dinner will be
taking place on Sunday,
December 11, beginning at
1:30 p.m. in the
Parish Small
Hall. All Senior
Citizen
members of our
Parish are
invited, along with a guest, to this
meal followed by BINGO.

Financial Assistance
for Parishioners
St. Justin Community Ministry has
set aside some funds to provide
Parishioners with
limited Financial
Assistance when
facing unexpected
issues. If you find
yourself in need,
contact Joe Bauer at 408-296-1193
extension 109 or jbauer@dsj.org

Most of you are aware of the
Community Ministry Collection
Barrels that are located in our
Church. During the month of
December, we will continue to
request canned Soup, Pork &
Beans, Chili, Macaroni & Cheese
and Tomato Sauce. We are also in
need of Baby Food (Fruits and
Vegetables) as
well as Baby
Diapers (Size
3 – 5). These
are items that
we do not
receive often
from the
Second Harvest Food Bank. Please
feel free to drop donations in the
barrels in the Church, the barrel in
the Foyer of the School or bring
items to the Parish Office.

Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables Needed
For those of you who have back
yard fruit trees with an over
abundance of fruit and/or gardens
with vegetables
please consider
donating what
you can to
Community
Ministry. The
fruit and
vegetables are a
welcome
addition to the food that we
distribute to those seeking
assistance.

Stablemates Christmas
Spaghetti Dinner
Place: Small Hall
Date: Tuesday, December 6th
Doors open: 6:00 p.m.
Dinner served at 7:00 p.m.
Bring an unwrapped gift for the
annual St. Justin Christmas Give
Away. All Stablemates, Ladies
Guild and significant others are
invited to this Christmas dinner.

TREASURES FROM
OUR TRADITION
Before the Second Vatican Council in
the mid-1960s, Advent had a strong
penitential tone, reminiscent of Lent.
From as long ago as the fourth century,
some Christians began a solemn fast on
St. Martin’s Day, November 11. This
“Saint Martin’s Lent” extended all the
way to Christmas, and was widely
followed in the dioceses of France and
Germany, and in the Middle Ages in
England. Fasting was required, and
dancing and similar activities were
banned for the duration. The fast had a
social function, too, assuring that the
winter food supplies would stretch into
spring.
At the Second Vatican Council, some
bishops argued that a revival of the long
winter’s fast would give the Church a
chance to establish the message and
themes of the Incarnation long before
the holiday hubbub took hold. This
proposal didn’t pass, and Advent
emerged as a four-week period of
reflection, expectant waiting, and joyful
preparation for the coming of the Lord.
The season has two principal phases,
with the first beginning this Sunday.
The second phase commences on
December 17, when the liturgy begins
to unfold the story of the Savior’s
coming. Interestingly, the Eastern
Church maintains a strongly penitential
note in Advent, which is called “Winter
Lent,” “The Nativity Fast,” or
“Christmas Lent,” and has laws forbidding people to absent themselves from
liturgy from December 17 onward.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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DECEMBER 3rd–4th
Christmas and Holiday shopping at its finest!
Join us in the Large Hall for a two-day shopping
extravaganza! Christmas Trees, decorations
(ornaments, dishes, and wrapping paper),
Thanksgiving decorations, and much, much, more.
Saturday 12/3
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 12/4
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please note – this is a Thrift Store inventory sale, not a craft boutique
Thrift Store Sales benefit St. Justin School

ADS

Due to the support that we
received from many of you, we
are able to assist over 600
families with their Thanksgiving
Dinner. In less than a month we
hope to feed those same families
and more. We also want to
provide them with Christmas
presents for their children and
grandchildren.
The entire parish community is
invited to help by providing the
needed food items for these
Christmas meals. The families
requesting food are given a
choice of a Ham or Turkey
Dinner or $10 Grocery Store Gift
Card
The menu is as follows:
A Ham (5 pound canned) or $10
Grocery Store Card or A
Turkey
Pork or Turkey Gravy,
Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce
Yams, Corn, Green Beans,
Fruit Cocktail
Community Ministry will be
purchasing fresh potatoes,
carrots, apples, oranges, and
onions to include in the
Christmas parcels.
Here is how you can help…..
Food: Please help us to collect
the needed food items by
bringing them to Church or the
Parish Ministry Center before
Thursday, December 15, We
would appreciate you waiting
until December 17 to drop off
Turkeys, but Hams can be
brought in anytime.
Gifts: We are once again
allowing the parents and
grandparents of the children
receiving our gifts to pick out

presents, so we need the gifts to
be donated unwrapped. There is
a Gift tag tree located in the
front entrance of the Church or
you can pick up gift tags in the
Parish Ministry Center during the
week. We would appreciate
presents begin dropped off by
5:00 p.m. on Friday, December
16.
Wrapping Paper, bows,
ribbon, gift tags and boxes are
welcome.
Packing the food and
organizing the gift tables will
take place beginning at 5:00 p.m.
on Friday, December 16. You are
more than welcome to join the
fun. A light dinner will be
served.
Distribution to families will take
place:
Saturday, December 17
from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 18
from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Monday, December 19
from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
and you are once again invited to
take part.
Most importantly, if you know
any family who would benefit
from our Christmas Meal and
Gifts or if you need more
information about our Christmas
project, please contact Joe Bauer
at 296-1193 or joeb@dsj.org

Financial contributions to
St. Justin Community
Ministry are most welcome.
God Bless you and your family
during this season of giving.

If you suspect abuse in your parish, school or in the Diocese of San Jose, please
contact: Child Protective Services 408-299-2071; Call 911; or The Diocesan
Office for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults, 408-983-0113
or email protection@dsj.org. If you suspect financial mismanagement in your
parish, school or in the Diocese of San Jose, please contact:
EthicsPoint: dsj.ethicspoint.com.

Bob and Vivian Armenta
November 25, 1956

Marriage
Anniversaries
If your anniversary is coming
up, please let us know!
Laura Ortiz at 296-1193 ext. 102
or lortiz@dsj.org

Christmas
Eve
4 p.m.
Family
Liturgy
The Christmas Eve afternoon Mass
has been a family-oriented
celebration. Once again our
traditional Nativity Gospel
re-enactment will be taking place at
4 p.m. Children of St. Justin School
and Catechetical Program are
actively involved as choir, readers,
hospitality ministers, and roles in
the nativity gospel. If you and your
children are interested in taking
part, forms will at the entrances of
the church. Please complete and
return to the Parish Ministry Center
by Friday, December 9th. We
involve every child who completes
a form, but as we have many
children participate, please select
first, second and third choices.
Questions may be addressed to
Mary at mykane@dsj.org
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