ST. JUSTIN PARISH COMMUNITY
2655 Homestead Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 296-1193 ~ www.st-justin.org

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

What if the Spirit of Christmas lasted all year long?
How have your parents helped you belong to the Christian Community?

The Twenty-Seventh Day of December of 2015
Weekend Masses

Weekday Masses

Saturday Vigil

Monday-Friday

5:00 p.m.

Sunday
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m.,
12:15 and 7:00 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
8:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
or by appointment

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher Bransfield, Pastor
408-296-1193, x 107, cbransfield@dsj.org

Rev. Gerald Nwafor, Parochial Vicar
408-296-1193, x 113, gnwafor@dsj.org

Ms. Karen Suty, Principal
408-248-1094, x 232, ksuty@dsj.org

Mr. Joe Bauer, Pastoral Associate,
Facilities, Community Ministry
408-296-1193 x 109, jbauer@dsj.org

Mrs. Mary Kane,
Director of Faith Formation
408-296-1193 x 104, mykane@dsj.org

Mrs. Lillian Kwiatkowski,
Music Director
408-296-1193 x 112, lkwiatkowski@dsj.org

Ms. Laura Ortiz, Office Manager
408-296-1193 x 102, lortiz@dsj.org

Ms. Diane Serrianne, Receptionist
408-296-1193 x 100, dserriane@dsj.org

Rev. James Okafor, In Residence

PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Offices:
408-296-1193
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00 p.m.
closed 12:00-1:15 p.m.

Fax:

408-244-9437

Website:
www.st-justin.org
Catechetical Ministry
Ministry to the Sick
Youth Ministry
Liturgical Ministry
Community Ministry

Ext. 102
Ext. 113
Ext. 104
Ext. 107
408-243-1462

Go to our website at
www.st-justin.org to
make safe and secure
donations by credit card, checking or
savings. We have 150 regular users!

Upcoming Second Offerings
Your generosity is appreciated.
*Denotes Parish Second Collection.

1/10

Msgr. Mentasti*

1/17

Ethnic Minorities &
Latin America
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Today we
celebrate the
Holy Family
of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph. Our Gospel
reading invites us to consider
Joseph’s protection of Jesus in the
face of danger. Just as in the
announcement of Jesus’ birth, an
angel appears to Joseph in a dream.
The angel warns him of Herod’s
plans to harm Jesus. Joseph
follows the command of the angel
and takes Jesus and Mary to Egypt,
returning only after receiving word
in another dream that it was safe to
do so.
For better or worse, the family we
grew up in will influence us for the
rest of our lives. It is in the family
that we first learn to communicate,
that we learn what is good and
what is bad, and how to love and
what hate is. It is in the family that
we learn about God and the power
of faith. It is in the family that we
learn our values – picking up our
values from what is said and unsaid
by those around us in our home.
Families are complicated, aren’t
they? In order to do the best job,
we need help. God provides that
help!

We need to see
that we all
have the
immense power for bringing good
and evil into this world. The
simplest things we say and do can
change the course of whole days or
even years, sometimes poisoning
them, sometimes enriching them
greatly. The people we choose to
connect with and the people we are
just thrown in with can change us,
sometimes in major ways, for good
or for worse. It seems to me that in
giving us the power to make those
decisions, God has given us a share
in His own power to create what is
good, true, and beautiful.
Whether we live alone or have a
dozen faces gathered round our
dinner table, we all belong to
God’s big family. And like it or
not, our ability to thrive, and
indeed our salvation, depends on
how well we learn to live in that
family. Have a good week!
Peace,
Fr. Chris

January 1, 2016
Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
8:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

WEEKLY
STEWARDSHIP REPORT
DECEMBER 20, 2015
Goal
1st Collection

$12,500.00
NOT IN TIME
FOR
PUBLICATION

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

The Parish and School
Offices will re-open
Monday, January 4th.
December 27, 2015

Mass Dedications for the Week of
December 28 – January 3, 2015 + notes deceased

ORGANIZATIONS
PARISH COUNCIL
Thomas Viano
408-296-1193
Thai Tran

Monday
8:30 a.m.

Mary Vu Hinh +

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Souls in Purgatory

Tuesday
8:30 a.m.

The Hierarchy

Sunday
7:30 a.m.

In Thanksgiving

Wednesday
8:30 a.m.

Connie Petroni +

Sunday
9:00 a.m.

All Souls

FINANCE COUNCIL
Mary Sparacino
408-296-1193

Thursday
8:30 a.m.

Frank D. Pinheiro +

Sunday
10:30a.m.

For All Parishioners

STABLEMATES (Men’s Club)
Jim Newton
408-296-1193

Sunday
12:15 p.m.

Fr. Joseph Prendergast +

LADIES GUILD
Julia Cardoza
408-296-1193

Sunday
7:00 p.m.

Sally Reyes +

GUADALUPE SOCIETY
Maria Marquez
408-985-1088

Friday
8:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.

Anthony Nguyen
Johnny & Rosario Rodriguez +

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Tho Nguyen

We pray for those who are ill or suffering from loneliness,
sadness, or depression. We pray for those who care for them.
We pray for our deceased family and friends. We pray for
our men and women who are serving in the military.
This week we pray especially for those who are ill or preparing for surgery:
Linda Ayer, Armando Bottelli, Kathy Taylor Cimino, Mary Ellen,
Alex Frick, Eloise Frick, Linda Hamilton, Sally Humbert, Carin Linn,
Steve Snopel, III
To have a person added to the Prayer Request, please call the Parish Office at 296-1193 ext. 100

World Day of Peace 2016
intolerance,
religious
persecution,
Every day, we hear of issues—such slavery, war, and
as war, poverty, or persecution—that the plight of
affect our brothers and sisters around refugees. We must encounter our
neighbors, engage in civil dialogue,
the world. The problems can seem
cooperate, and build skills to
so large, complex, and remote that
together address these problems in
they can leave us paralyzed,
meaningful ways. Working together,
overwhelmed, or even numb. We
we can creatively overcome inaction
may wonder, “What can I possibly
and indifference and work toward
do?” In his Message for the 49th
World Day of Peace, celebrated on peace and respect for the lives and
Jan. 1, 2016, Pope Francis urges us dignity of all people.
to overcome such challenges by
replacing isolation with community, -CRS, Catholics Confront Global Poverty
and indifference with solidarity. In
For the full text of Pope Francis' message
our families, schools, and
for the World Day of Peace 2016 visit
w2.vatican.va/content/franceseo/en/
institutions, we must foster
messages/peace.index
awareness about problems such as

ALTAR SERVERS
Stephen Russell
408-472-1931
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
COUNCIL #3523
Lary James
408-772-2779
gk@kofc3523.org
FIL-AM ORGANIZATION
Manny Balce
408-296-1193
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
408-296-1193

OVERCOME
INDIFFERENCE & WIN
PEACE

December 27, 2015
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Congratulations to the
Newly Baptized…
Rianne Damasco
Aubry Hather
Samika Roshan
Just a reminder to check
all parish activities, go to
our website at
www.st-justin.org. Click on the
CALENDAR link, and you will
find where it is being held and the
times.
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CATECHETICAL MINISTRY NEWS
Call or email Laura Ortiz, (408)296-1193 ext. 100, lortiz@dsj.org for registration information.
If you have any questions about our programs, contact Mary Kane at (408) 296-1193 ext. 104

Youth Faith Formation
Hope you had a Blessed Christmas Day and are enjoying your
Christmas season! The next two Sundays there will be no
Catechetical Sessions, in celebration of Christmas & New Year’s.
We will see you on Sunday, January 10!

General Information
Our Early Childhood Education Program (ages three through First
Grade) meets Sunday, 9-10 a.m., while our Elementary Program
(2nd grade through Junior High) meets Sunday, 10:15-11:30 a.m.

Did You Know We Have a Program for Your 4-year old?
We offer an Early Childhood Program during the 9 a.m. Mass, from
Fall until April. Our four-year old class still has plenty of room. Feel
free to drop by ANY Sunday to see if it might be a good fit for your
child. You may obtain registration forms in room 2 or download them
from our parish website.

Registration for Sunday Ongoing Faith Formation
If you are new to Catechetical Ministry, please download a registration
packet from our website or complete one in room 2 on Sunday.
For those already registered in Catechetical Ministry this past year, your
information packet was mailed. Please ensure your information is
correct, sign and return it along with the fee to
Laura in the Parish Ministry Center.

Christmas Eve 4 p.m.
Family Liturgy
A heart-felt thank you is sent out
to all those who
participated in any
way to make the
Christmas Eve
4 p.m.
Family Liturgy such a
wonderful parish tradition.
Without the active involvement
of parents and youth,
we could not experience this joy
filled celebration each year.

Many Thanks!
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High School
Confirmation

There is no
Session this Week.
We will resume on January 10!
Have a Blessed Christmas and a
Hope-filled New Year!
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Adult Confirmation
Sessions begin January 5!
If you or someone you know is
interested in completing your initiation
with the Sacrament of Confirmation,
join us on Tuesday, January 5,
7-8:30 p.m., in the Parish Ministry
Center for our Orientation Session.

Adult Baptism
Are you or is someone you know
interested in the Roman Catholic
faith, you are invited to participate
in RCIA. For information, please
contact Mary, mykane@dsj.org OR
drop by Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m., in
the Parish Ministry Center.
Do you feel God‘s
call to share your
faith with others?
Have you thought
about becoming a catechist for our
“Children’s Liturgy of the Word” on
Sunday mornings? A catechist is a
person of faith who responds to that
call, and passes on the traditions and
teachings of our Church to others.
Our “Children’s Liturgy of the Word”
allows our children to be in a focused
environment that opens their hearts
and minds to hear and to respond to
God’s Word in an age appropriate
manner. To find out more about this
essential ministry, or if you are
currently serving in this ministry,
please come to an informal get
together in the Parish Ministry
Center, on Sunday, January 10th,
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. For more
information, contact Mary Kane,
mykane@dsj.org.
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MINISTRY NEWS

Community Ministry
Food Collection

Christmas Project

Most of you are aware of the
Community Ministry Collection
Barrels that are located in our
Church. During the month of
January, we will continue to
request canned Soup, Pork &
Beans, Chili, Macaroni & Cheese
and Tomato Sauce. These are items
that we do not receive often from
the Second Harvest Food Bank.
Please feel free to drop donations
in the barrels in the Church, the
barrel in the Foyer of the School or
bring items to the Parish Office.

Last weekend we packed and
distributed food and
gifts to the many
families who came
to us requesting
assistance. A full
report as to how
many were served
will be made in the
coming weeks. Thank you to all of
Fresh Fruit and
you who supported our efforts and
Vegetables needed
May God Bless you in the New
For those of you who have back
Year!
yard fruit trees with an over
abundance of fruit
Outreach Dinner
Our next Outreach Dinner will be and/or gardens with
taking place on Sunday, January vegetables please
consider donating
3, beginning at 1:30 p.m. in the
what you can to
Parish Small Hall. All Senior
Citizen members of our Parish are Community
Ministry. The fruit
invited to this meal followed by
and vegetables are a welcome
BINGO.
addition to the food that we
distribute to those seeking
Financial
assistance.

Assistance for
Parishioners

St. Justin
Community
Ministry has set aside some funds
to provide Parishioners with
limited Financial Assistance when
facing unexpected issues. If you
find yourself in need, contact Joe
Bauer at 408-296-1193 extension
109 or jbauer@dsj.org

TREASURES FROM
OUR TRADITION
This New Year’s Eve, at the turning
of the year, you may catch a glimpse
of the old year, a cartoon figure of a
hunched old man with a sickle,
Father Time. Where else but in this
column could you learn that this is
in fact a pope? December 31 was in
the old calendar the feast of St.
Sylvester. Legend says that
Sylvester healed the Emperor
Constantine of leprosy, and presided
at the liturgy of baptism for the
grateful emperor. In 314, he was
chosen pope, and it fell to him to
organize the peacetime church, free
at last from persecution. He founded
the Lateran Basilica, the cathedral of
the Diocese of Rome.
In northern Europe “Sylvester
Night” is a time of great parties with
eating, dancing, and singing—
recalling perhaps the joy of the
church in the fresh air of Sylvester’s
papacy. In Poland, there was great
fear as the year 1000 approached
that an immense dragon would
devour the earth and set fire to the
heavens. The people prayed
earnestly to St. Sylvester, trusting
that the saint would not permit such
suffering on his feast day. They’ve
been celebrating ever since!
Many New Year’s customs have
pagan roots, like the British “First
Footer” tradition. The idea is that the
first person setting foot into your
house in the new year determines the
luck for the year ahead. The ideal
first footer was not a bit like old
Pope Sylvester, but rather a tall, dark
-haired man carrying the right gift.
A handsome first footer meant the
year ahead would be pleasant, and if
he carried bread or a shovel of coal
there would be food and warmth in
the future. Who will be your
household’s first footer?
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Diocesan
Wedding
Anniversary
Celebration
Bishop Patrick J. McGrath would
like to invite all couples who are
celebrating their 5th (or less), 25th,
40th and 50th (or more) Wedding
Anniversaries in 2016 to participate
in our Annual Wedding Anniversary
Mass on February 6 at 2:00 p.m. at
the Cathedral Basilica of Saint
Joseph.
The couples will be invited to renew
their wedding vows and will receive
a blessing from Bishop Patrick
McGrath who will preside over the
celebration. Each couple will also
receive a certificate signed by the
Bishop. A short reception will
follow.

3 Ways to Register
Online registration
(www.dsj.org)
 Fill out a registration form
found in the Valley Catholic
Newspaper
 Fill out a copy of the
registration form from your
parish office
You can submit filled out
registration forms via fax at
408.983.0121 OR mail to:
Diocese of San Jose
1150 North First Street #100
San Jose, CA 95112
ATTN: Wedding Anniversary
Mass


If you suspect abuse in
your parish, school or in
the Diocese of San Jose,
please contact: Child
Protective Services 408-299-2071; Call
911; or The Diocesan Office for the
Protection of Children and Vulnerable
Adults, 408-983-0113 or email
protection@dsj.org. If you suspect
financial mismanagement in your parish,
school or in the Diocese of San Jose,
please contact: EthicsPoint:
dsj.ethicspoint.com.
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Jubilee Year of Mercy
religious persecutions raging,
international and domestic
conflicts seething, our family and
friends suffering various
difficulties, not to mention our
December 27, 2015
own personal problems, how much
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus,
our world needs Jesus as another
Mary, and Joseph
New Year veiled in mystery
Imagine: three New Year’s
begins! As we pray for God’s
celebrations in little over a month! mercy to enfold our world and
In late November, Advent began
embrace each of us in 2016, let our
the new liturgical year; December New Year’s resolution be to live
8, the Jubilee Year of Mercy; this the Jubilee Year of Mercy by
coming Friday, the New Year
being for others, as Mary was, a
2016. In today’s Gospel, after
channel of God’s mercy and an
three days of anguish, Mary tells instrument of Christ’s peace.
Jesus how desperately she and
Joseph have been searching for
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S.
him. Mary could be speaking for Paluch Co., Inc.
the whole human race. With
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
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ADS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31

Bob and Gloria Rohrig
December 26, 1950
Father Joseph Prendergast, CSSp, who
served for many
years in the
Diocese of San
Jose, died
Sunday,
December 6th in
Ireland. He was
87. His funeral
Mass was held
on Wednesday, December 9th at the
Church of the Holy Spirit.

The St. Justin Parish Community will
celebrate a memorial Mass on
Saturday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m.
Light reception to follow.
Please keep him, his family and the
Holy Ghost Fathers in your prayers.
Please send condolences to Fr. Joe’s
brothers:
John Prendergast
123 Greenlea Road, Terenure, Dublin 6
Frank Prendergast
7 Willow Bank Park, Dublin 14

Stand and be Counted

We are often asked to provide
Registering in a parish is a
affidavits for Baptismal and
declaration of your desire to be part of
Confirmation Sponsors. We can only
a Catholic community and a
do this if a person is a registered,
commitment in all its dimensions
active and contributing member.
brings you advantages, recognition,
and responsibilities of many kinds.
So, are you a registered parishioner?
Being a registered parishioner makes
If not, please consider registering.
things much easier when it is time for
Registration forms are available in the
infant Baptism, weddings, when
Parish Ministry Center or online at
asked to be a Baptismal or
www.st-justin.org
Confirmation Sponsor and even
funerals.
Page 8

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

The St. Justin Men’s Club will
hold their monthly meeting on
Tuesday, January 5th in the
Small Hall. Social is at
6:30 p.m. Dinner is at
7:00 p.m., followed by a short
business meeting. Come and
get involved with the planning
of our St. Pat’s Fundraiser on
March 1st.
December 27, 2015
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