ST. JUSTIN PARISH COMMUNITY
2655 Homestead Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 296-1193 ~ www.st-justin.org

Fourth Sunday of Advent

With whom do you share your most important decisions first?
Who embodies the spirit of God and the spirit of Christmas this Advent for you?

The Twentieth Day of December of 2015
Weekend Masses

Weekday Masses

Saturday Vigil

Monday-Friday

5:00 p.m.

Sunday
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m.,
12:15 and 7:00 p.m.

Holy Days of Obligation
8:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed for lunch 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
or by appointment

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Christopher Bransfield, Pastor
408-296-1193, x 107, cbransfield@dsj.org

Rev. Gerald Nwafor, Parochial Vicar
408-296-1193, x 113, gnwafor@dsj.org

Ms. Karen Suty, Principal
408-248-1094, x 232, ksuty@dsj.org

Mr. Joe Bauer, Pastoral Associate,
Facilities, Community Ministry
408-296-1193 x 109, jbauer@dsj.org

Mrs. Mary Kane,
Director of Faith Formation
408-296-1193 x 104, mykane@dsj.org

Mrs. Lillian Kwiatkowski,
Music Director
408-296-1193 x 112, lkwiatkowski@dsj.org

Ms. Laura Ortiz, Office Manager
408-296-1193 x 102, lortiz@dsj.org

Ms. Diane Serrianne, Receptionist
408-296-1193 x 100, dserriane@dsj.org

Rev. James Okafor, In Residence

PHONE NUMBERS
Parish Offices:
408-296-1193
Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00 p.m.
closed 12:00-1:15 p.m.

Fax:

408-244-9437

Website:
www.st-justin.org
Catechetical Ministry
Ext. 102
Ministry to the Sick
Ext. 113
Youth Ministry
Ext. 104
Liturgical Ministry
Ext. 107
Community Ministry 408-243-1462
School Office
408- 248-1094
Thrift Store

408-243-7117

Our collection for the
Immaculate Conception was

$2,720.00
Thank you for your continued generosity!

Our second collection for
the Retired Religious was

$2,651.00
Thank you for your continued generosity!
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An Advent Message from Ms. Suty
It is a blessing to be a part of a
Catholic elementary school every day,
but especially during the Christmas
season. Children have such joy and
enthusiasm for Jesus’ birthday. If only
we, as adults, could have that same
child-like faith.
Each morning we start our day in
assembly as a community praying
together, saying the pledge of
allegiance, and singing a patriotic song.
Just this morning, instead of a patriotic
song, the students asked to sing a
religious Christmas song. They chose
Silent Night. Usually I lead the children
in song, setting the “key” (which in
itself is funny because I’m not a singer);
but today was different. As soon as the
flag salute was over the children began
to sing, they didn’t wait for me. One of
our younger students in the front sang
his heart out; he was loud, off key, and
so incredibly joy-filled it made
everyone in the room smile. He didn’t
care how he sounded, he sang with all
his heart, and with a joy that was
infectious. As we celebrate the fourth
Sunday in Advent, are we focused on
celebrating the coming of our Lord with
that same whole-hearted joy?
As we hear in the gospel today,
“when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting,
the baby leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit.” Luke 1:41 Even the unborn
John the Baptist recognized the Spirit
of the baby Mary was carrying. His
spirit was filled with joy and he leaped
in Elizabeth’s womb. Do we leap for
joy when we feel the presence of our
Lord?

WEEKLY
STEWARDSHIP REPORT
DECEMBER 13, 2015
Goal

$12,500.00

1st Collection

$9,561.42

Direct Deposit

$1,958.00

Online Giving

$1,025.00

Variance

$44.42

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Throughout the season of Advent, St.
Justin School students are focused on
preparing for the birth of Jesus by
giving to those in need. During the first
two weeks of Advent, our students host
a daily prayer service (Advent Novena)
and collect items for Community
Ministry. For each day of the nine-day
Novena, students collected specific
items: new coats and jackets, socks,
blankets and sleeping bags; games,
scarves, hats, gloves, toiletries, toys,
and books. The Novena concludes with
the Kindergarten class reenactment of
the Nativity story.
This year, several middle school
students formed a “Helping Hands”
club. This club was created and is run
by middle school students on the basis
of Project Cornerstone, a YMCA of
Silicon Valley Initiative that promotes
positive values, relationships, skills, and
experiences to help children grow into
healthy, caring, and responsible adults.
The students have plans for several
community building projects for the
year. The first of which was making
“tie” blankets. Helping Hands club
members tied blankets to cover and
keep a child warm this winter season.
These hand-made blankets were then
presented to Mr. Joe Bauer for
Community Ministry, which made the
process of giving even more special!
May you be truly blessed with childlike joy this Christmas season!

Karen Suty, principal

Parish Office will be
closed Wednesday,
December 23rd
and will re-open
Monday, January 4th.
The School Office will be closed
Friday, December 18th at
12:30 p.m. and will re-open
Monday, January 4th.
December 20, 2015

Mass Dedications for the Week of
December 21 – December 27, 2015 + notes deceased
Monday
8:30 a.m.

Anthony Rodrigues +
Victor & Willie Rodrigues +

Saturday
5:00 p.m.

Luis Silvera Gomes +

Tuesday
8:30 a.m.

Alfred Walter Roberts +

Sunday
7:30 a.m.

Elvira Magno-Gutierrez +

Wednesday
8:30 a.m.

Jesus Pe Benito +

Sunday
9:00 a.m.

Leo Ancheta +
Romeo Ancheta +

Christmas
Eve

Sunday
10:30a.m.

For All Parishioners

Christmas

Sunday
12:15 p.m.

Heidi Dandridge +

Sunday
7:00 p.m.

Anthony Nguyen

Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Mr. & Mrs. John Flexen +

We pray for those who are ill or suffering from loneliness,
sadness, or depression. We pray for those who care for them.
We pray for our deceased family and friends. We pray for
our men and women who are serving in the military.
This week we pray especially for those who are ill or preparing for surgery:
Linda Ayer, Armando Bottelli, Ann Cambra, Kathy Taylor Cimino, Perrry
Demorest, David Dittmann, Mary Ellen, Eloise Frick, Linda Hamilton, Ruth
Katz, Carin Linn, Steve Snopel, III, Ali Quilici, Bich Vu
And for those who have died: Emily Mendoza, Bernadette Ramos
During Advent and Christmas, we focus intently on the events surrounding the Birth
of the Lord Jesus. While the seasonal hymns, songs and iconography displayed in our
homes and churches point to the joy and peace of His Birth, all was not peaceful or
joyous. We also remember the dangerous and treacherous paths that led to His Birth and
soon followed.
The Holy Family traveled from Nazareth to the City of David, Bethlehem, when the
Birth of the Child Jesus was near. Then, prompted in a dream, Joseph led Jesus and
Mary to Egypt, to thwart the plans of Herod who sought to kill the holy Child.
The plight today of migrants, refugees and other persons displaced from the Middle
East, northern Africa and Latin America is a sad reminder that families remain vulnerable even in our own time. God is not indifferent to this human tragedy; neither can we
be indifferent. These are our sisters and brothers, as surely as if they were our own flesh
and blood. Indeed, in the mystery of the Incarnation, humanity is inextricably bound to
God who, in Christ Jesus, became one of us. Because of this great mystery, we “kneel
before the Father from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. . . that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (from Ephesians 3).
May the grace and mercy of God, overflowing in our hearts, lead us and all people
safely to the ways of peace, justice and love. In the name of the Lord, may we work on
behalf of twenty-first century refugees in ways that relieve their sufferings. And may
God bless you, your families and your loved ones this Christmas and always.
With every best wish and kind regard, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

PARISH COUNCIL
Thomas Viano
408-296-1193
Thai Tran
FINANCE COUNCIL
Mary Sparacino
408-296-1193
STABLEMATES (Men’s Club)
Jim Newton
408-296-1193
LADIES GUILD
Julia Cardoza
408-296-1193
GUADALUPE SOCIETY
Maria Marquez
408-985-1088
ALTAR SERVERS
Stephen Russell
408-472-1931
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,
COUNCIL #3523
Lary James
408-772-2779
gk@kofc3523.org
FIL-AM ORGANIZATION
Manny Balce
408-296-1193
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
408-296-1193

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. Family Mass
6:00 p.m. Mass
10:30 p.m. Concert
11:00 p.m. Mass

Friday, December 25
Christmas Day
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
There will be NO 7:00 p.m. Mass.

Friday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
8:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.

Patrick J. McGrath, Bishop of San Jose

December 20, 2015

ORGANIZATIONS

Fourth Sunday of Advent
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CATECHETICAL MINISTRY NEWS
Call or email Laura Ortiz, (408)296-1193 ext. 100, lortiz@dsj.org for registration information.
If you have any questions about our programs, contact Mary Kane at (408) 296-1193 ext. 104

Youth Faith Formation
Hope you have a Blessed Christmas Day and are enjoying your
Christmas season! The next two Sundays there will be no
Catechetical Sessions, in celebration of Christmas & New Year’s.
We will see you on Sunday, January 10!

General Information
Our Early Childhood Education Program (ages three through First
Grade) meets Sunday, 9-10 a.m., while our Elementary Program
(2nd grade through Junior High) meets Sunday, 10:15-11:30 a.m.

Did You Know We Have a Program for Your 4-year old?
We offer an Early Childhood Program during the 9 a.m. Mass, from
Fall until April. Our four-year old class still has plenty of room. Feel
free to drop by ANY Sunday to see if it might be a good fit for your
child. You may obtain registration forms in room 2 or download them
from our parish website.

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Adult Confirmation
Sessions begin January 5!
If you or someone you know are
interested in completing your initiation
with the Sacrament of Confirmation,
join us on Tuesday, January 5,
7-8:30 p.m., in the Parish Ministry
Center for our Orientation Session.

High School
Confirmation

Who is the Holy Spirit?
Sunday, December 6th was a very
special day for fifty three of our boys
and girls who received their first
Sacrament of Reconciliation. They
have been preparing for this day since
the beginning of October!

Son, whose father welcomed him back
with love, was compared to our Father
in heaven who welcomes us back after
we have sinned.

We proceeded to church for the
Reconciliation Service. We listened
The afternoon began in the large hall to Lillian Kwiatkowski’s beautiful
with an opening prayer to be peacemusic as we reflected on our sins and
makers like St Francis of Assisi. Then prepared for our individual confession.
the children, along with their parents, We thank Fr. Chris, Fr. Gerald, Fr.
went on a church tour with St. Justin
James the Chaplain from Archbishop
School second grade teacher, Kathy
Mitty High School, Fr. Abe from St
Foley. Second Grade Catechist
Martin of Tours, and Fr. Mendie from
Gabrielle Reilly taught the children
St. Simons who helped us celebrate
the difference between mistakes and
sins, and how to make loving choices. the Sacrament of God’s love and
Then, the children listened to the story forgiveness. And thank you to all of
of Zacchaeus, the sinful tax collector the parents who are the primary
who repaid those he had cheated, and teachers of faith to their children.
gave away the rest of his fortune to
-Mary Kane
follow Jesus. The story of the Prodigal
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Meeting the Third Person
of the Trinity
Do you feel God‘s call
to share your faith
with others? Have
you thought about
becoming a catechist for our “Children’s
Liturgy of the Word” on Sunday
mornings? A catechist is a person of faith
who responds to that call, and passes on
the traditions and teachings of our Church
to others. Our “Children’s Liturgy of the
Word” allows our children to be in a
focused environment that opens their
hearts and minds to hear and to respond to
God’s Word in an age appropriate manner.
To find out more about this essential
ministry, or if you are currently serving in
this ministry, please come to an informal
get together in the Parish Ministry Center,
on Sunday, January 10th, after the 10:30
a.m. Mass. For more information, contact
Mary Kane, mykane@dsj.org.

December 20, 2015

MINISTRY NEWS

Community Ministry
Food Collection

Christmas Project
This weekend we are packing and
distributing
Christmas meals
and presents to as
many as 700
families. We are
still in need of 5
pound canned hams
and/or $10 Grocery Store gift
cards. They can brought to the
parish hall after all morning
Masses.

Outreach Dinner
Our next Outreach Dinner will be
taking place on Sunday, January
3, beginning at 1:30 p.m. in the
Parish Small Hall. All Senior
Citizen members of our Parish are
invited to this meal followed by
BINGO.

Financial
Assistance for
Parishioners

Most of you are aware of the
Community Ministry Collection
Barrels that are located in our
Church. During the month of
December, we will continue to
request canned Soup, Pork &
Beans, Chili, Macaroni & Cheese
and Tomato Sauce. These are items
that we do not receive often from
the Second Harvest Food Bank.
Please feel free to drop donations
in the barrels in the Church, the
barrel in the Foyer of the School or
bring items to the Parish Office.

Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables needed
For those of you who have back
yard fruit trees with an over
abundance of fruit
and/or gardens with
vegetables please
consider donating
what you can to
Community
Ministry. The fruit
and vegetables are a welcome
addition to the food that we
distribute to those seeking
assistance.

St. Justin
Community
Ministry has set
aside some funds to provide
Parishioners with limited Financial
Assistance when facing unexpected
issues. If you find yourself in need,
contact Joe Bauer at 408-296-1193
extension 109 or jbauer@dsj.org

Henry & Shirley Goldenberg

December 18, 1965

TREASURES FROM
OUR TRADITION
Many of our most treasured traditions link the liturgy of the church
with the hearth of the home. The
food on the table at certain feasts
and fasts helps to extend the mystery into everyday life. Tonight, for
example, many families of Italian
heritage, especially those with links
to the south of Italy, will settle down
to the “Feast of the Seven Fishes,”
or La Vigilia. It is a command performance for the whole family, as
the saying goes: Natale con I tuui,
Pasqua conchi vuoi, or “Christmas
with your family, Easter with whomever you wish.” Seven different fish,
some say one for each day of Mary
and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem,
others say one for each sacrament,
or one for each day of creation, are
served. Eel and shrimp, lobster and
crab, calamari, pasta with clam
sauce, flounder and hake all abound,
but most especially baccala, dried
salted cod. Why? Many say that it is
a way to pay homage to the beasts of
the stable who witnessed the holy
birth and relinquished their manger
to make way for God. Tonight, if
someone asks you to “pass the
shrimp,” you’ll be able to shed a
little light on a menu that is a delicious treasure in our tradition!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Due to the support that we
received from many of you, we
are able to assist over 700
families with their Thanksgiving
Dinner. This weekend we hope
to feed those same families and
more. We also want to provide
them with Christmas presents for
their children and grandchildren.
The entire parish community is
invited to help by providing the
needed food items for these
Christmas meals. The families
requesting food are given a
choice of a Ham or Turkey
Dinner or $10 Grocery Store Gift
Card
The menu is as follows:
A Ham (5 pound canned) or $10
Grocery Store Card or A
Turkey
Pork or Turkey Gravy,
Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce
Yams, Corn, Green Beans,
Fruit Cocktail
Community Ministry will be
purchasing fresh potatoes,
carrots, apples, oranges, and
onions to include in the
Christmas parcels.
Here is how you can help…..
Food: Please help us to collect
the needed food items by
bringing them to Church or the
Parish Ministry Center before
Thursday, December 17. We
would appreciate you waiting
until December 19 to drop off
Turkeys, but Hams can be
brought in anytime.
Gifts: We are once again
allowing the parents and
grandparents of the children
receiving our gifts to pick out

presents, so we need the gifts to
be donated unwrapped. There is
a Gift tag tree located in the
front entrance of the Church or
you can pick up gift tags in the
Parish Ministry Center during the
week. We would appreciate
presents begin dropped off by
5:00 p.m. on Friday, December
18.
Wrapping Paper, bows,
ribbon, gift tags and boxes are
welcome.
Packing the food and
organizing the gift tables will
take place beginning at 5:00 p.m.
on Friday, December 18. You are
more than welcome to join the
fun. A light dinner will be
served.
Distribution to families will take
place:
Saturday, December 19
from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 20
from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Monday, December 21
from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
and you are once again invited to
take part.
Most importantly, if you know
any family who would benefit
from our Christmas Meal and
Gifts or if you need more
information about our Christmas
project, please contact Joe Bauer
at 296-1193 or jbauer@dsj.org

Financial contributions to
St. Justin Community
Ministry are most welcome.
God Bless you and your family
during this season of giving.

If you suspect abuse in your parish, school or in the Diocese of San
Jose, please contact: Child Protective Services 408-299-2071; Call
911; or The Diocesan Office for the Protection of Children and
Vulnerable Adults, 408-983-0113 or email protection@dsj.org. If you
suspect financial mismanagement in your parish, school or in the Diocese of San Jose,
please contact: EthicsPoint: dsj.ethicspoint.com.
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Jubilee Year of
Mercy
December 20, 2015
Fourth Sunday of Advent

In proclaiming the
Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Pope Francis proclaimed
his desire that this Holy
Year be “steeped in
mercy,” as we disciples “go out to
every man and woman,” bringing the
“balm of mercy” to “believers and
those far away, as a sign that the
Kingdom of God is already present in
our midst!” (Misericordiae Vultus, 5).
In her visitation of Elizabeth, Mary
beautifully presents just such an
image. Despite the perils of her
pregnancy, not to mention her
preoccupations as a young unwed
mother, Mary instantly, unselfishly,
“goes out” of herself, hastening far
and over dangerous terrain, to “bring
the balm of God’s tender mercy” in
assistance rendered to her older
relative. Since baptism and the
Eucharist have made us, in a way,
bearers of the living Christ within as
Mary was, such selfless “going out”
of ourselves to be of loving service to
others in mercy should especially
mark our Christmas season this
Jubilee Year.
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
Papal quotes Copyright © 2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used
with permission.

THRIFT STORE
The Thrift Store will be closed
December 21 – January 3rd
for the
Christmas Holiday.
Please consider the St. Justin
Thrift Store as an alternative
to donating your household
items and clothes.
We hope to see you soon.
Thank you for your patronage.
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ADS

Father Joseph Prendergast, CSSp, who
served for many years in the Diocese
of San Jose, died Sunday, December
6th in Ireland.
He was 87. His
funeral Mass was
held on
Wednesday,
December 9th at
the Church of the
Holy Spirit.

The St. Justin Parish Community will
celebrate a memorial Mass on
Saturday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m.
Light reception to follow.
Please keep him, his family and the
Holy Ghost Fathers in your prayers.
Please send condolences to Fr. Joe’s
brothers:
John Prendergast
123 Greenlea Road, Terenure, Dublin 6

Christmas Eve
4 p.m. Family Liturgy
The Christmas Eve afternoon Mass is a
family-oriented celebration. Once again our
traditional Nativity Gospel re-enactment will
be taking place at 4 p.m. The roles of readers,
Mary, Joseph and Angel Gabriel have been
assigned, but if your children are interested in taking part as
angels or shepherds, you are welcome to come to rehearsal
on Thursday, December 24th at 9:30 a.m. in the church.

Stand and be Counted

We are often asked to provide
Registering in a parish is a
affidavits for Baptismal and
declaration of your desire to be part of
Confirmation Sponsors. We can only
a Catholic community and a
do this if a person is a registered,
commitment in all its dimensions
active and contributing member.
brings you advantages, recognition,
and responsibilities of many kinds.
So, are you a registered parishioner?
Being a registered parishioner makes
If not, please consider registering.
things much easier when it is time for
Registration forms are available in the
infant Baptism, weddings, when
Parish Ministry Center or online at
asked to be a Baptismal or
www.st-justin.org
Confirmation Sponsor and even
funerals.
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Frank Prendergast
7 Willow Bank Park, Dublin 14

Donations for Christmas
Poinsettias
The Art and Environment
Committee is seeking donations to
cover the cost of the poinsettia
plants this Christmas. We
typically spend over $300 a year
on these festive holiday plants. We
are asking for $10 donations to
cover the cost of each plant.
Donations should be brought to
the PMC during regular office
hours. Please place your donation
in an envelope marked "Poinsettia
Donation". If you would like to
donate in memory of someone
special, please mark your envelope
with "in memory of (the person's
name)" Do not bring live plants to
the PMC. The office staff has no
way of storing them until
Christmas. Donations will be
accepted up until close of business
December 22.
Thank you for your generosity!
December 20, 2015
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