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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s Gospel graces us with a
beautiful prayer that can make every
day of our lives a jubilee of mercy:
“O God, be merciful to me a

sinner” (Luke 18:13). Religious
Israelites despised the tax collector
who prayed it, for collaborating with
Gentile occupiers and handling
currency that bore the “divine”
emperor’s graven image. But the
Pharisee’s long-winded self-
congratulation, mixed with self-
righteous condemnation, was no
“prayer” at all. “The Pharisee . . .
spoke this prayer to himself (18:11,
emphasis added). Praying the tax
collector’s simple, sincere, succinct
cry for mercy acknowledges our own
sinfulness, and “welcomes” other
sinners as brothers and sisters with
whom we can identify, even
empathize, echoing Pope Francis’
famous comment about not being the
one to judge. Indeed, the tax collector
“went home justified” (18:14), that is,
restored to God’s friendship, for
God’s mercy is not prize achieved but
gift received. “Let your prayer be
brief: for tax collector, prodigal son,
and dying thief were all reconciled to
God by a single phrase!”

(Saint John Climacus, 7th century).

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S.
Paluch Co., Inc.

Pope makes “Mercy Friday” visit to

home for the Children

ROME (CNS) -- Continuing his
monthly Year of Mercy visits to
people in particularly vulnerable
situations, Pope Francis spent an
afternoon Oct. 14 at Rome's
SOS Children's Village.

The village, which includes five
houses, attempts to provide a
home-like atmosphere for
children under the age of 12
whose parents cannot care for
them.

A maximum of six children and
a house mother live in each of
the houses at the village.

According to the Vatican press
office, "The boys and girls,
accompanied by staff from the
center, showed the pope the
village's green space, which has
a mini-soccer field and a small
playground. The children
showed the Holy Father their
rooms and their toys, and he
listened to their stories and
stayed for a snack with them."

When Pope Francis announced
the Year of Mercy, he said that
he would try each month in
private to fulfill one of the
works of mercy. Since
December, his Mercy Friday
visits have included spending
time with migrants, the aged, at
a recovery community for
former drug addicts and at a
shelter for women rescued from
human trafficking and
prostitution. In September, he
visited the neonatal unit of a
Rome hospital, then went to a
hospice, spending time with
people who are dying and with
their loved ones.

By Cindy wooden Catholic News Service 10-14-2016

If you suspect abuse in your parish,

school or in the Diocese of San Jose,

please contact: Child Protective

Services 408-299-2071; Call 911; or The
Diocesan Office for the Protection of Children
and Vulnerable Adults, 408-983-0113 or email
protection@dsj.org. If you suspect financial
mismanagement in your parish, school or in the
Diocese of San Jose, please contact: EthicsPoint:
dsj.ethicspoint.com.

FAITH FORMATION CONFERENCE

WHAT: Over 50 different workshops
that connect with prayer and calls
forth an action for justice. Workshops
will be offered in English, Spanish and
Vietnamese. The conference will
address questions such as:

Where do I find hope? What does the
Catholic Church teach? What are the
best practices for ministry in a parish
or parish school? How can I open
wide the door of my heart to Christ?
www.faithformationconference.com

WHO: All of those interested in
enriching their faith are welcome! In the
past years over 2,000 attendees

from all over Northern California
attended. If you're a parish minister,
catechetical leader, catechist, teacher,
youth minister or youth leader or perhaps
you want to learn more about the Catholic
faith - this conference is for you!

WHEN: Friday and Saturday,
December 2nd and 3rd

WHERE: San Jose
Convention Center

FOOD: Concessions will
be available throughout
the Convention Center.

WEBSITE:
www.faithformationconference.com
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Fall is a beautiful season full of
color and crisp fresh air.

A Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend is like
autumn because it's a weekend
full of fresh air, new beginnings
and a time to rejoice in the
beauty of your marriage and
family. It's a great time to
rekindle communication and
enjoy a weekend away.
The next Marriage Encounter
Weekend is November 11-13,
2016 at Vallambrosa Center,
Menlo Park.

For more information:
Website: sanjosewwme.org
Email: Ken & Claranne at
applications@sanjosewwme.org

DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE YOUNG ADULT RETREAT

ENCOUNTE

community faith mercy life

Join young adults from all over the Bay Area on the Pure Fire Retreat to Encounter God. Listen to other
young adults share their stories; reflect on how God is at work in their lives and in our own lives.
All young adults in their 20's and 30's are welcome!

October 28-30, 2016

Friday evening to Sunday afternoon
Redwood Christian Park, Boulder Creek, CA

{3 YOUNG ADULT CATHOLICS OF SAN JOSE M @DSIYOUNGADULTS
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<
Lo $t. Justin’s Annual Fall Tea eea Marriage
(©D| Anniversaries
Sunday, November 6" 2016 =
1-4pm If your anniversary is coming
Large Hall, St. Justin School up, please let us know!

Laura Ortiz at 296-1193 ext. 102
Forms available in lobby & on schoolspeak.com or lortiz@dsj.org




